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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INFORMAL GROUP
OF DE PING COUNTRIES HELD ON 3 MARCH 1

Prepared by the Secreteriat

1. A meeting of the Informel Group of developing countries in GLTT was held on

3 March 1969 under the chairmenship cf H.E. Mr. C.H. jirchibald, Ambassador of
Trinidad and Tcbago. The meecting was attended by the representetives of Algeria,
Argentine, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ghane, India, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Peru, Spcin, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Lrab Republic, Uruguay
and Yugoslavie,

2. The Chairman recalled the discussions at the thirteenth session of the Cormittee
on Trade and Development concerning arrangements to be made for the implementation of
the Conclusions of the twenty-fifth session of the CONTRACTING PLRTIES. He specially
drew attention to the decision of the Committee to underteke an exeamination of the
operation of Part IV of the Genersl Agrecment. sccording to the agreement reached at
that session, contracting partics should submit by 31 March 1969 statements of the
difficulties thoy had encountered in the implementation of Part IV and suggestions on
how to ensure nore satisfactory and effcctive operation of those provisions. The
secretariaot would collate and circulate cll such communications rcecived end provide
such supplementary materiel as it might consider useful. This documentation would
surve as a basis for discussion of this subject which would teke place in the
Committee and if nccessary in a working party to be appointed for this purpose.
Developing countries had generally agreed that this was a very important task to
which the Committec should devote the closest attention. In order that the
excmination would be meeningful end fruitful it would appear that devcloping countries
ought to givé careful thought te the preparation of the statements which they were
cxpected to submit this month. The Informal Group was invited to consider what steps
night be taken tc impress on the govermments of doveloping countries the importance
of this exercigc and to cnsure thet the statements of difficultics that they
submitted would be substantive and cxhoustive.

3. In the coursc of discussion members of the Group cxpressed vicws on various
aspects of the problem. It was pointcd out, for cxwnple, thet the statements to be
submitted by devcloping countrics should cover all aspects of the operation of

Part IV, that is, not only tho difficulties they had cncountercd in securing the
roduction and rumovel of tredc barriers affecting their exports but also any
infringements of the standstill provisions of articlce XXXVII. The developed countries
themnselves naturelly tended to be roticent on any steps they had taken which were
contrary to thc standstill provisions and iv was up to the developing countries to be
vigilant and to rcport on any action adverscly affcecting their exports. In the
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preperation of such stotements governments would be well advised to scek
supporting information from the trading communities in their rospective countries.
hs the secrctoriet paper in COM.TDAN/91 had pointsd out the provisions of
article XXXVI went further then the specific commitments provided for in
Article XXXVII. The statecments zhould thus cover nct only ection or lack of
action in rslation to the provisions of Article XXXVII, but cll governmental
msasures 2nd policiss rolevent te the principles and objectives sct out in
Lrticle XKXVI, :

4. There wes general agreemcnt in the Group thet the statenents should contain
deteiled informeticn on conerete czszesy they should relate to gpecific measurcs
teken or maintained by developed countrics. Thesc cases might relate to the
principle of non-rceciprocity in trade negotiaticns, the standstill provisions,
the undertaking to reduce diffzrential teriffs cdversely affccting processed
products, etc. A certein amcunt of general commentary having already been
provided by the secretariat in COM.TDM/31, it would scrve little purpose for
governments further to enlarge on the well-known gricvances in genersl terms.

In other words the governments should endecavour to caumerat: the cases in which
the provisions of Part IV had bzen ignored or had proved ineffective in bringing
ebout sclutions to problems fuced by developing countries in expanding their
expcrts.

5. It wes suggested by some menbers of the Group thet the study to be
undertaken by the Committee should alsc cover the general questisn of the basic
reletionship between the prcvisions of Part IV and those of the other parts of
the General hAgreement. The legal binding force of the Part IV provisions in
supersession of such more generzl provisions as those of Article I should be
confirmed and consolidated.

6. The Group agreed that every effort should be made to impress on the
governments of developing countries *the importance of the task under refsrence
and to urge that the closcst attention be given to the preparation of the
statements which they hcod been requested to submit by 31 March. Members of the
Group were urged to communicate with their governments cn this subject as soon
as possible. It was also agreed thot members of the Group who were in a position
to do so should contact cuch other with 2 view tu drawing up a paper contoining
guidelines which might bc uscful to governments in the drawing up of their
stetements. It was cgreed that the Choirman of the Group should orgenize such
consultations with o view to presenting e draft paper for consideration at the
next meeting of the Group.



